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ENCOURAGES CATHOLICS TO LOG ON AND OBSERVE LENT 
DAYTON, Ohio- The Rev. Gerald Chinchar, S.M., a University of Dayton campus minister 
and a self-professed "techno priest," has designed a World Wide Web site dedicated to helping 
Catholics observe Lent. 
The site, located at http:/ /www.udayton.edu/ -campmin/lent.html, is intended to help college 
students and Catholics renew their faith during the six weeks of Lent. It includes daily suggestions for 
spiritual growth. Some are clearly geared toward UD students, such as a St. Patrick's Day suggestion: 
"Give up beer today; give the money saved to the poor." Others would benefit anyone, such as the 
March 11 counsel: "Surprise someone with an act of kindness. Let go of a longstanding grudge. 
Practice real forgiveness after the example of Jesus." 
"The suggestions are eclectic," conceded Chinchar, who plans to update the site daily. "Some of 
them just came to me. Others, like the St. Patrick's Day one, were definitely inspired by students." 
Lent is the Catholic season of prayer and penance before Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday 
(Feb. 25) and continues for 40 days, besides Sundays, until Easter Sunday. 
A purple background with an image of Jesus on the cross set to the well-known Lenten mantra 
"Parce, Domine!" greets visitors to the site, which includes Lenten regulations, Mass schedules and 
other information- such as how students can set up a personal appointment with a priest to receive 
the sacrament of reconciliation, or confession. 
The Lent site is part of an extensive and informative campus ministry site 
(http:/ /www.udayton.edu/ -camprnin/) designed by Chinchar. Set to music, it includes everything 
from an electronic prayer chain that allows students, faculty and staff to pray for one another's needs 
to an online Sunday bulletin to information on how to download free fonts "to look better in print and 
on the Web." 
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For media interviews, contact Father Jerry Chinchar at (937) 229-2725 or via e-mail at 
chinchar@trinity.udayton.edu. 
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